
Dear friends,
As we approach the darkest time of the year, we look for a star, a light to guide us.

This summer a friend of mine, Father Jeff Behrens, passed away on August 15, the Feast of the Assumption. Jeff, a 
student of mine and then a parish priest, joined the Trappist monks in Conyers, Georgia, in 1994. Jeff, Father James 
Stephen in the Monastery, loved life. He loved people and he loved the beauty of this world. He loved black and 
white photography that would capture the beauty of the little, often unnoticed, gestures. And he loved to write, 
with a fountain pen, often in the middle of the night before he prayed with the monks, and he wrote to many 
people. No surprise hundreds crowded into his Mass in the Monastery in Georgia last August. So, let me share with 
you some words Jeff wrote at Christmas around the year 2000.

What does it mean to love a person and be with them? Friends know love through each other. They can ride miles 
together and something good, perhaps the best that life gives, seeps into them through the miles and days. Some-
thing strange happens when we love. Those we love enter us. They become a part of us. Not long ago I read words by 
the poet Mark Cox. “It’s hard, this life,” he wrote. “What we love we lose, and because we love we can never forget.”

There are nights I want to take the whole world to me, to think about and love all the people I have known and 
loved as best I could. It’s a beautiful night. The sky is filled with stars and there are jets making their approach to 
the Atlanta airport.

I should soon walk back to the main building of this cloister, walk beneath the stars that are so far but yet burn so 
bright. I will walk gently beneath such beauty. Christmas draws near. Long ago Wise Men followed a star and found 
a child. That child lives in us and is born again and again, when we love. He loves in us. We live and love from the 
Child born beneath a star. What a joy to love all of them, to follow the light of a star that still beckons.

So, on behalf of our Center for Catholic Studies here at Seton Hall University, let me wish you a very joyful 
Christmas, one in which you deepen your love for each other and for the Child who so loved us in our humanity, 
and would have us love one another.

In the light of Christ,

Rev. Msgr. Richard M. Liddy
Director, Center for Catholic Studies
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As part of the celebration surrounding the canonization of Saint 
John Henry Newman, the Pontifical North American College invited 
Msgr. Richard Liddy to address the seminarians and to share his 
many years of prayer and discovery about the man who, as founder 
of the Oxford Movement and the modern theological era, may soon 
be considered a Doctor of the Church.

Early in the 1980’s Msgr. Liddy was selected to be part of the 
Pontifical Historical Commission on Newman’s canonization and 
more recently signed the Positio, presented to the Holy See for his 
Canonization. For Msgr. Liddy, to be a part of the celebration of this 
great man’s life of holiness and erudition was a dream come true. 

In his talk he said; “Through the years, Newman had meant a great 
deal to me. I had read Newman’s major theological and philosophi-
cal works and wrote essays on each of them, eventually signing the 
Positio, the long document presented to the Holy See making the 
case for Newman’s beatification and canonization. That I was very 
happy and privileged to do.”

Tracing Newman’s life and the themes of his major works, Msgr. 
Liddy drew the line of influence from Augustine to Aquinas, to 
Newman to Bernard Lonergan, his teacher in Rome in the early 
1960’s. He suggested to his audience of seminarians that perhaps 
they could continue to explore the many reaches of this wonderful 
intellectual tradition.

Addressing the audience he said, “Newman’s belief in God’s love 
was so radical that it saw the mystery of that love as radically incar-
nate and penetrating human relationships. God’s solution to the 
human predicament was his own presence in human interaction 
and sacramental links with that presence. The incarnation implies a 
visible church with personal sacramental actions that are channels 
of invisible links, from the past to the present, even through our 
relationships and friendships.”

As you will see from this newsletter, the year 2019 has been es-
pecially busy for the Center for Catholic Studies and its Lonergan, 
Chesterton and Micah Institutes. Msgr. Richard Liddy and the Cen-
ter staff, Danute Nourse and Gloria Grabois, have directed many 
programs, lectures and presentations for the entire university and 
the global community. The year has been an especially joy filled one 
for Msgr. Liddy as it has been the year of the canonization of John 
Henry Cardinal Newman whose cause he had promoted over the 
last forty years.

In keeping with the mission of Catholic Studies: to bring the Catho-
lic Intellectual Tradition to all areas of university life, Msgr. Liddy 
has continued to teach Seton Hall faculty development seminars 
on mission. In this year of Newman, many programs, lectures and 
courses have centered around the new saint’s writings and works, 
particularly his “The Idea of a University” and “Grammar of Assent.”

In addition, Msgr. Liddy has written a number of articles for various 
publications primarily on Newman and his mentor Bernard Loner-
gan, including, “My Fundamental Mentor and Guide: Newman’s 
Influence on Bernard Lonergan” in the upcoming publication John 
Henry Newman: A Saint for Our Time. He has given a number of 
lectures on Newman, including a major presentation to the faculty 
and seminarians of the Pontifical North American College in Rome 
as part of the celebration leading up to the canonization.

Other activities include the on-going monthly Ethics and Economics 
Forums and co-sponsoring lectures with a number of university de-
partments. A special delight was working with the Toth/Lonergan 
visiting professors, Louis Roy O.P., and Michael Stebbins Ph.D. and 
their numerous presentations and programs throughout many of 
Seton Hall’s schools and departments. 

Most significant among the events this year was the Magisterium 
Pacis Conference on “Just Peacemaking Through Nonviolence,” 
Sept. 30–Oct. 1. Sponsored also by the University Core, the School 
of Theology, the School of Diplomacy, the Seton Hall community 
of Sant’Egidio and the Immaculate Conception Seminary, the lively 
and very successful conference focused primarily on Pope Francis’ 
pronouncements on peace.

Notable also was the James J. Nolan Award bestowed on Msgr. 
Liddy by Renew International at their annual Dinner Gala in June. 
The award was established “ to honor one or more individuals who 
have demonstrated outstanding service to the business commu-
nity, the Catholic Church and Society.”

For more information regarding Center for Catholic Studies and its 
many activities, please visit www.shu.edu/go/ccs.

CANONIZATION OF JOHN HENRY NEWMAN

 CENTER FOR CATHOLIC STUDIES: THE DIRECTOR’S CALENDAR

Msgr. Liddy at the North American College
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The G. K. Chesterton 
Institute for Faith & Cul-
ture, based at Seton Hall 
University, South Orange, 
N.J., was founded in 1974 
by Father Ian Boyd. The 
purpose of the Institute is 
to promote the thought of 
G. K. Chesterton and his 
circle and, more broadly, 
to explore the application 
of Chestertonian ideas to 
the contemporary world 
through social and eco-
nomic projects, lectures 
and seminars.

Father Boyd, along with 
Professor Dermot Quinn, 
Associate Editor of The 

Chesterton Review, and Gloria Garafulich-Grabois, Director of the 
Institute and Managing Editor of The Chesterton Review, organized 
and participated in the 2019 program. This brief report about their 
work this year, as well as information about programs and projects, 
are a reality because of the support of Seton Hall University and the 
friends of our Institute.

In 2019 the G. K. Chesterton Institute held various programs in 
the United States, such as Dramatic Readings of The Man Born to 
be King, The Secret of the Curé of Ars—both at Seton Hall University, 
and The Parting of Friends, at Alderton House in New York. An in-
ternational conference in Zagreb, Croatia on the topic of “Croatia 
in the Modern World,” was held in collaboration with the Catholic 
University of Croatia. The Institute continues to co-sponsor with 
Campus Ministry at Seton Hall University a Spanish Mass for the 
university community on the first Wednesday of the month.

The Institute also published its 45th volume of The Chesterton 
Review that comes out in June and in December of each year. The 
Institute has just published its Special Croatian Issue (v. XLV, Fall/
Winter 2019), and in January 2020, it will publish vol. VIII of its Span-
ish Language edition. 

A schedule of programs and events for 2020 will be announced 
after the New Year. We hope to see you in 2020!

To learn more about the work and programs of the Chesterton 
Institute and our publications, please 
Email: chestertoninstitute@shu.edu 
Call us: 973-275-2431 
Visit the website: www.shu.edu/go/chesterton

Father Ian Boyd, C.S.B. 
President, G. K. Chesterton Institute for Faith & Culture 

Editor, The Chesterton Review

The “Just Peacemaking Through Non-
violence” conference held at Seton Hall 
(Sept. 30-Oct. 1) was a major step forward 
in bringing the Seton Hall community to 
awareness of the real imperative for Cath-
olics to be actively involved in peacemak-
ing and to a greater understanding of the 
major pronouncements on peace, par-
ticularly Pope Francis’ “Magisterium Pacis.” 
Although sponsored by several campus 
departments, School of Diplomacy, Uni-
versity Core, Religious Studies and Catholic 
Studies, the Seton Hall Community of 
Sant’Egidio was a major spiritual force behind its success.
https://www.shu.edu/diplomacy/peacemaking-conference.cfm 

The Sant’Egidio community was founded in Rome in 1968 with a 
group of teenagers, the movement now numbers more than 50,000 
and has chapters in 73 countries. Its primary mission is peacemak-
ing and its members have been instrumental in over 300 peace 
treaties around the world. Its mission is prayer for peace and active 
work with the poor, children, the elderly, immigrants, the needy, 
the homeless, peoples with disabilities and refugees. 

The Seton Hall Sant’Egidio Community was begun by Professor 
Andrea Bartoli, one of Sant’ Egidio’s original members, and a major 
force in many of its treaties around the world. He is Sant’Egidio’s 
delegate to the United Nations and president of the Sant’Egidio 

Foundation for Peace and Dialogue. 
His inspiration has brought together a 
significant group of faculty and students 
who meet regularly to plan, to pray, and to 
produce significant strategies to promote 
peacemaking.

https://www.santegidiousa.org/santegi-
dio-foundation-for-peace-and-dialogue 

For those who took part in the two-day 
Conference, there was no shortage of 
inspiration. Professor Nancy Enright, a 
member of the Seton Hall Sant’Egidio, ex-

plains, “Nonviolence chooses a Gospel approach, refusing violence 
and embracing peace and justice. Jesus is the ultimate model for 
this approach to evil, which in the Catholic Church seems to be a 
return to what was referred to in the conference as a ‘new-old’ way, 
the practice of nonviolence and peacemaking.”

“Important conversations like these held at Seton Hall provide all 
of us struggling in today’s complex, violent world with a road map 
for productive, peaceful activism to care for the good of all people,” 
noted Elizabeth Halpin, associate dean in the School of Diplomacy.

One of the lessons of the conference, reflected Msgr. Richard Liddy, 
chair of the event’s organizing committee, was that “nonviolence 
has to do with our own hearts. God wants us to be reconciled; he 
wants the Holy Spirit to be among us.”

Fr. Ian Boyd

FROM THE G.K. CHESTERTON INSTITUTE 
FOR FAITH & CULTURE

Seton Hall’s community of Sant’Egidio

JUST PEACEMAKING & THE SETON HALL COMMUNITY OF SANT’EGIDIO
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On Monday, January 28, Fr. Louis Roy, the 
then Toth/Lonergan Visiting Professor, pre-
sented the lecture: “Thomas Aquinas Today.” 
Fr. Roy focused his lecture on the question 
“How can Bernard Lonergan help us under-
stand the thought of Thomas Aquinas?” The 
situation of Catholic theology after Vatican 
II was characterized by two opposed and 
equally untenable stances, namely, classicism 
and relativism. During the lecture, Fr. Roy ex-

plained the importance of both Aquinas’s and Lonergan’s theology 
in the twenty-first century. He also presented various brands of 
Thomism and highlighted a few conditions for a fruitful dialogue 
between Thomists and non-Thomists.

On Monday, February 25, Fr. Gerard 
Whelan, of the Gregorian University in Rome, 
presented a lecture on “Nonviolent Peace-
making,” co-sponsored by the Department 
of the CORE, the Department of Religion, and 
the School of Diplomacy and International 
Relations. In anticipation of the conference 
on nonviolence and peace-making held at 
Seton Hall University in October 2019, Fr. 
Whelan noted that in order to promote peace 
in society, individuals need to embody the 

vocation of peace in their personal lives and in the various com-
munities where they live. In this context, he explained the notion 
of conversion in Bernard Lonergan and Robert Doran as including 
dimensions that are religious, moral, intellectual and psychic.

J. Michael Stebbins, Ph.D., has 
been appointed as the Toth/
Lonergan Endowed Visiting 
Professor for the 2019–2020 
academic year. Prof. Stebbins’ 
areas of expertise include 
systematic theology, ethics, 
human cognition and decision-
making, and the theological 
and philosophical work of 
Bernard Lonergan.

“Prof. Stebbins is the perfect fit 
for the Toth/Lonergan Profes-
sorship,” said Msgr. Richard 
Liddy, University Professor of 
Catholic Thought and Culture 
and Director of the Center for 

Catholic Studies. “Not only is he an excellent teacher who can help 
students discover how their own concerns are linked to the ‘big 
questions’ that human beings have been asking for thousands 
of years, but he also has a deep grasp of the fundamental issues 
which grip our society in the present age. I am delighted he is with 
us at Seton Hall.” According to Gregory Floyd, Ph.D., Director of the 

Lonergan Institute, “Prof. Stebbins is not only an expert in Loner-
gan’s thought, but also uniquely positioned to help us reflect on 
its timely application to some of the most pressing ethical issues 
of our day. His appointment this year is a tremendous opportunity 
for our students and our faculty.”

Most recently Prof. Stebbins served as the Executive Vice President 
of Mission at Avera Health, a four-state Catholic health care sys-
tem headquartered in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. In that role he 
exercised system-level responsibility for mission and formation 
programs and, more broadly, for the integration of Avera’s Catholic 
identity and mission into its operations.

Prof. Stebbins has also served as the director of the Gonzaga Ethics 
Institute at Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington and as the 
director of the Arrupe Program in Social Ethics for Business at the 
Woodstock Theological Center, located at Georgetown University 
in Washington, D.C. Earlier in his career he worked as a registered 
nurse at Children’s Hospital in Seattle.

Prof. Stebbins holds a B.A. in philosophy from Gonzaga University, 
a B.S. in nursing from the University of Washington, and a Ph.D. in 
systematic theology from Boston College. He is the author of The 
Divine Initiative: Grace, World-Order, and Human Freedom in the Early 
Writings of Bernard Lonergan (University of Toronto Press).

On Thursday, April 25, co-sponsored by 
the Catholic Studies Program, the College 
of Communication and the Arts and Walsh 
Gallery, alumna Amy Giuliano presented the 
lecture: “The Architecture of Rome and the 
Rise of Christianity.” Director of the Center for 
Catholic Studies, Msgr. Richard Liddy, provided 
an introduction with comments on “Art and 
the Mission of the Catholic University.” In her 

presentation Prof. Giuliano employed the resources of VADIS VR, 
the virtual reality educational tours she has created to introduce 
people throughout the world to the riches of Christian art and 
architecture, especially in Rome. This visual church history lesson 
examined the significance of historical events that bear witness 
to these sacred places, and included a discussion of the symbolic 
art of the catacombs and a comparison of various Christian wor-
ship spaces of the period. For more information, please visit: 
https://www.vadisvr.com/company

A YEAR OF ACTIVITIES 2019

J. Michael Stebbins, Ph.D.

MICHAEL STEBBINS APPOINTED AS THIRD TOTH/LONERGAN PROFESSOR

TOTH/LONERGAN VISITING PROFESSOR 
LECTURE ON AQUINAS

A NONVIOLENT PEACEMAKING LECTURE

ALUMNA LECTURES ON ARCHITECTURE OF ROME & THE RISE OF CHRISTIANITY

Amy Giuliano

Fr. Louis Roy
Fr. Gerard Whelan

GUEST LECTURES, SEMINARS, AND WORKSHOPS
FACULTY DEVELOPMENT
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On May 28, 29 and 30, 2019, Patrick 
Byrne, Ph.D., facilitated the 21st annual 
Faculty Summer Seminar, Ethics and Our 
Disciplines, co-sponsored by the Center 
for Catholic Studies and the Center for 
Vocation and Servant Leadership, with 
support from the Toth/Lonergan En-
dowed Chair in Interdisciplinary Studies. 

The theme of this workshop focused on an approach to ethics that 
places practices of discernment at its center. Participants in the 
faculty seminar were encouraged to consider the various ways 
in which discernment can enrich their own specialized work and 
facilitate cooperative ventures with others.

On September 23, 2019 the Center 
for Catholic Studies hosted “The 
Idea of the Catholic University To-
day, A Colloquium on Dialogue and 
Mission” with Michael Stebbins and 
Neil Ormerod, Executive Officer in 
Research Analytics at the Sydney 

College of Divinity. Previously he was professor of theology in the 
School of Theology and member of the Institute for Religion and 
Critical Inquiry at the Australian Catholic University in Strathfield, 
Australia. This colloquium consisted in a dialogue between two 
contemporary theologians on the identity and mission of the 
Catholic university in today’s world.

On October 28, 2019, The Bernard J. Lonergan Institute of 
the Center for Catholic Studies hosted “The Desire for God in 
a Secular Age: Therese of Lisieux and Etty Hillesum.” This lec-
ture explored the lives of Holocaust victim, Etty Hillesum and 
the French saint, Therese of Lisieux, both of whom served as 

models of longing and holiness and can speak to our lives in a 
secular age. The presenter was Prof. Randall Rosenberg of the  
St. Louis University Department of Theological Studies, with a 
response from Seton Hall’s Prof. John Laracy.

A YEAR OF ACTIVITIES 2019
21ST ANNUAL FACULTY SUMMER SEMINAR: 

ETHICS AND OUR DISCIPLINES 
THE IDEA OF THE CATHOLIC 

UNIVERSITY TODAY

THE DESIRE FOR GOD IN A SECULAR AGE: THERESE OF LISIEUX AND ETTY HILLESUM 

Patrick Byrne, Ph.D.

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT
NEWS FROM THE PRAXIS PROGRAM OF THE ADVANCED SEMINAR ON MISSION

This Fall saw the beginning of year seven 
of the Praxis Program of the Advanced 
Seminar on Mission, the signature faculty 
development program with 70 faculty and 
administrators now participating, about 
50 with active projects. The program is 
sponsored by the Center for Vocation and 
Servant Leadership, led by Linda Garofalo, 
Program Manager, and co-sponsored by 
the Center for Catholic Studies, repre-
sented by Msgr. Richard Liddy and Danute 
Nourse, Director of Programs. The aim 
of the program, as Msgr. Liddy describes, 
“… has found Bernard Lonergan’s analysis 
of the structure of human consciousness as 
extremely valuable for interdisciplinary faculty development and 
mission integration. The Praxis program has enabled faculty to link 
their own disciplines with a dynamic vision of the human person, 
human community, culture and religion… with significant effect on 
their lives and on education at a Catholic university.” 

The meaning of the mission of the university — focusing on aca-
demic excellence, a values centered curricula and ethical develop-
ment— has been approached as the expansion of horizon and the 
journey of transformation that comprise of the education of the 
whole person. Ultimately, the aim is to facilitate the drive of the 
human spirit toward truth and meaning. 

Activities over the year have been most fruitful. This summer’s 
fifth annual workshop was held in May in Paris, France, at St. Jean 

de Passy school, where participants contin-
ued to reflect on Praxis and the University, 
framed by Bernard Lonergan’s own ques-
tions for educators. Special focus was given 
to seeking processes that support healing 
and creating and the development of fruitful 
courses of action. In the reflection sessions, 
called “Interiority and the Imagination”, led 
by Linda Garofalo, the group explored how 
healing and creating are the result of the dy-
namic intersection of GEM and the presence 
of God dwelling in our interiority. 

The overall topic for this academic year’s 
monthly meetings explores the interior and 

religion explicitly, i.e. “Higher Integration and the Development of 
Interiority.” After several years learning about GEM and functional 
specialties, the inner life is explored for a more complete approach 
to human development and to enhance growth and progress in the 
context of the university. A portion of the sessions were devoted 
to faculty discussion and analysis of their own work at the univer-
sity, the practical result that was required. The principal lecturer 
for Praxis meetings for 2019-2020 is Michael Stebbins Ph.D., the 
Toth/Lonergan Visiting Professor in Interdisciplinary Studies. Over 
the year the program will welcome noted Visiting Scholars such 
as Randall Rosenberg of St. Louis University; Francesca Zaccaron; 
Robert White, and Jeremy Wilkens of Boston College. 

Marisa Case and Prof. Robert White in Paris

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

A YEAR OF ACTIVITIES 2019
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THE CATHOLIC STUDIES PROGRAM

Nick Cozzerelli ‘19, Biology Major and 
Catholic Studies and Italian double 
minor attends Hackensack Merid-
ian School of Medicine at Seton 
Hall University. Nick, who is part of 
the Catholic Studies family, recently 
spoke about how his Catholic Stud-
ies minor helped and will help him in 

medical school and in the medical profession:

My faith has always directed me in all aspects of my life. Being a Catholic 

Studies minor has helped to mature my faith and has inspired the level 
of care I aspire to give in my near future. My experience on the Catholic 
Studies pilgrimage in the course “Italy in the Footsteps of the Saints” 
with Prof. Ines A. Murzaku was deeply therapeutic for me. I reflected on 
my entire experience throughout my undergraduate education in my 
prayers and felt my calling to this field even more strongly. I felt com-
forted being in the presence of the greatest shrines, relics, and churches 
in the world. I waited multiple long months to hear this news but the 
pilgrimage’s lessons of the lives of the saints taught me the importance 
of patience, a quality all physicians need to have. I could not have done 
this without my spiritual guidance. My prayers were answered!

CATHOLIC STUDIES STUDENT ACCEPTED TO MEDICAL SCHOOL 

To mark the 10th anniversary of the death of Father Stanley L. Jaki, 
O.S.B., S.T.D., Ph.D., Seton Hall University physics professor from 
1965-2009, Catholic Studies faculty and students gathered at the 
Casa Santa Maria in Rome on March 15, 2019, for a Memorial Mass 
and scholarly exchange on the legacy of Father Jaki.

Father Joseph R. Laracy, who first began teaching in Catholic Studies 
in 2016, was the principal celebrant of the Mass. His recent doctoral 
research in fundamental theology at the Pontifical Gregorian Uni-
versity has utilized the insights of Father Jaki to promote a dialogue 
with another great theology-science scholar, Ian G. Barbour. Prof. 
Ines A. Murzaku, Professor of Ecclesiastical History and Director 

of Catholic Studies, spoke about Fr. Jaki’s liv-
ing legacy at Seton Hall University. Catholic 
Studies faculty member and President of the 
Father Jaki Foundation, Father Paul Haffner, 
spoke on the intellectual legacy of Father Jaki. 
Father Haffner is the author of Creation and 
Scientific Creativity: A Study in the Thought of S. 
L. Jaki. From Rome, Father Haffner teaches a 
very popular online course for Catholic Stud-
ies, “The Popes and Science,” which introduc-
es students to Papal teaching on the relations 
between Christian faith and natural science.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF FR. STANLEY JAKI

Fr. Stanley Jaki

In another development, and as thirty percent of the group is now 
located at the Interprofessional Health Sciences (IHS) campus in 
Nutley, N.J., an outreach program has begun, Toward Deeper Mean-
ing: Exploring Connections between Health Sciences and the University 
Mission. The purpose of the lecture and discussion program is to 
provide a forum to integrate health sciences objectives with Seton 
Hall’s mission, and to build community through interdisciplinary 
dialogue. 

In other activities, a group of nursing faculty presented at the 
International Research Congress, Sigma Theta Tau International 
Honor Society of Nursing in Canada and a new issue of the student 
publication Arcadia was published, exploring GEM themes and the 
environment. A Praxis -type faculty development program entered 
its second year at Boston College, co-programming opportunities 
have been explored, and Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washing-
ton has sought advice to help develop a similar program. 

The Praxis program continues to enrich teaching at Seton Hall. 
Freshman Studies Mentor, Marisa Case, describes her experience 
in the Praxis program and her work which infuses GEM throughout 
the curriculum in Freshman Studies, which is then reinforced in 
sections of Freshman Writing classes:

Lonergan has infiltrated all aspects of my teaching and ad-
vising. This year, I have been asked to create all the ePortfo-

lio prompts (written assignments for all incoming student sin 
University Life courses) – specifically because of the work done 
through the Praxis program. My colleagues and I have engaged 
in meaningful discussions about Lonergan, GEM, philosophy of 
education, and the search for authenticity especially in light of 
the data focused world that is University policy. The core value 
driven education we wish to resonate with our students long af-
ter they leave this institution demands reflection. And because 
of the questioning inspired by apprehending slices of Loner-
gan’s work, I am hopeful that it will inspire clear and concise 
reflective questions of the students. This work has been trans-
formative for me. Truly.

Marisa Case has been awarded the Certificate of Merit by the Na-
tional Academic Advising Association (NACADA– Region II) for her 
excellence in advising.

In Spring of 2020, a new cohort will be added, bringing the Praxis 
community to about 85. The Praxis experience both in learning 
and in action is now a pillar of the university, with significant ef-
fects in teaching and community at Seton Hall. For our faculty and 
administrators, there has been deepening of commitment to work 
here, forming a true community of scholars and lifelong learners 
who are devoted to fulfilling the meaning of education for them-
selves and for the students who will inherit our world. For further 
information, please visit the website at: 
https://www.shu.edu/vocation-servant-leadership/
praxis-program-of-advanced-seminar-on-mission.cfm

... FROM THE PRAXIS PROGRAM OF THE ADVANCED SEMINAR ON MISSION

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Nick Cozzerelli
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THE CATHOLIC STUDIES PROGRAM

The Catholic Studies Program recently 
celebrated the publication of the latest vol-
ume of Arcadia: A Student Journal for Faith 
and Culture. This volume invites readers to 
appreciate fresh perspectives on American 
Saints and Blesseds, responsibility and 
stewardship.

The first section of the journal features the 
winning essays from the Catholic Studies 
Program’s 2019 essay contest for New 
Jersey Catholic high school students. Each 
of these impressive contributions focuses 
on how an American Saint or Blessed in-
spires the writer. Each author explores the 
particular qualities of an American Saint 
or Blessed, revealing keen insights about 
living a holy life in a specific time and place.

“Reading these essays is truly inspiring,” 
said Prof. Ines Murzaku, Director of the 
Catholic Studies Program. “They show that 
the Faith is alive and well in New Jersey, be-
ing lived out by young people who sincerely 
desire to follow in the footsteps of saints 
who trod the same ground we tread today.”

The journal’s second section represents a 
felicitous partnership, which arose from 
the convergence of three initiatives at 
Seton Hall: Arcadia ’s goal of providing a 
vehicle for students to contribute to the 
“dialogue between the Catholic Tradition 
and all areas of contemporary culture”; 
the 2018 Freshman Studies summer essay 
contest; and a project to reflect on the 
environment undertaken by Profs. Marian 
Glenn and Lisa Rose-Wiles, GEM Fellows of 
Seton Hall University’s Praxis Program of 
the Advanced Seminar on Mission.

“Since one element of the mission of the 
Catholic Studies Program is to reintegrate 
Catholic values throughout all academic 
programs at Seton Hall, we’re especially 
excited to have the opportunity to publish 
the work of students studying in all differ-
ent disciplines, learning how they approach 
our common problems and, through grace, 
find creative and redemptive solutions,” 
said Prof. Murzaku.

NEW ISSUE OF ARCADIA

THE CATHOLIC STUDIES PROGRAM

Seton Hall University students taking the 
Catholic Studies study abroad course: “Italy 
in the Footsteps of the Saints” had a private 
Mass in the Irish Chapel of St. Columbanus 
in the Vatican Grottoes on March 17, 2019, 
the feast day of St. Patrick, patron saint of 
Ireland. Not a better way to celebrate St. 
Patrick’s feast! 

The mosaic underneath the arch of the 
apse of the Irish Chapel of St. Columbanus 
where Mass was celebrated represents St. 
Columbanus with a pastoral staff and the 
book of the Regula, between four monks, 
in their symbolic walk from Ireland to Italy. 

The inscription “Peregrinantes Pro Christo” 
(Pilgrims for Christ) on the chapel illustrates 
the apostolic goal of the peregrination of 
the Irish monks.

Early morning Mass was celebrated by 
Seton Hall University priest and Catholic 
Studies Program faculty, Fr. Joseph R. 
Laracy. Fr. Laracy preached on the Gospel 
of the Transfiguration and what it reveals 
about the person of Christ. Students 
Emma Murphy sang and Jose Morocco and 
Danielle Federico proclaimed the first and 
second readings, respectively.

STUDENTS CELEBRATE AT ST. PETER’S BASILICA

IN THE NEWS

Catholic Studies students at the Vatican

Prof. Ines Murzaku was awarded the 
prestigious Alexander von Humboldt 
Research Fellowship for Experienced 
Researchers. The highly competitive 
Humboldt award, given by the German 
government, is the instrument with which 
the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 
enables highly qualified scientists and 
scholars from abroad to spend extended 
periods of time researching in Germany. 
The 2019 grant gave Prof. Murzaku the 
opportunity for research and dialogue 
at the University of Münster, where she 
worked on a manuscript about St. Mother 
Teresa and her ecumenism.

In the Spring 2020 semester, the Catholic 
Studies Program will present three study 
abroad courses, collectively spanning 
three continents. The trips will take 
Catholic Studies students to:

Ecuador, where they will have an oppor-
tunity to assist in hospitals and provide 
care to people with limited resources.

India, where they will visit a variety of 
sites associated with Mother Teresa; 
engage in service to the underprivileged; 
visit important sites of Roman Catholi-
cism, Anglicanism, and Protestantism; 
and have an audience with the Dalai 
Lama.

Italy, where they will experience Italy’s 
spiritual contributions, primarily through 
walking in the footsteps of key men 
and women who have influenced the 
spiritual, artistic, and cultural growth of 
Christianity.

Prof. Ines Murzaku

The Catholic Studies Program is pleased 
to offer the following scholarship 

support, with gratitude to our donors:
The Father Walter Debold Scholarship 

for Study Abroad Programs
In Memory of John Hunt Scholarship

The Rev. Richard Nardone Endowment
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 THE BERNARD J. LONERGAN INSTITUTE ANNOUNCES THE PUBLICATION 
OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE OF THE LONERGAN REVIEW

In October, The Bernard J. Lonergan Institute at Seton Hall 
University announced the publication of the Tenth Anniversary 
of its journal, The Lonergan Review on the topic of “Dialectic and 
Discernment.” 

The anniversary issue includes an introduction by Gregory 
Floyd, Assistant Editor, a retrospective by Msgr. Richard Liddy, 
articles by Tad Dunne, Frederick Lawrence, Patrick Byrne, Rich-
ard Grallo, Louis Roy O.P., Donato Infante III and book reviews 
by Stephen Ferguson, Brian Himes, Brian Bajzek and John 
Laracy. The issue also includes the full list of contents of The 
Lonergan Review, Vols. I-IX. 

The issue is available online and an online access subscription 
provides full-text access to all issues— Volume I to the pres-
ent— during the current calendar year.

To renew, and/or obtain a gift subscription, you may renew via 
internet, by check or by phone. Please see information below:

Visit: www.pdcnet.org/lonerganreview/The-Lonergan-Review 
Call (973) 275-2431
E-mail lonerganinstitute@shu.edu 
Email submissions to: lonerganreviewsubmisions@shu.edu
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The sustainability of the Center for Catholic Studies, 
in tribute to Msgr. Richard Liddy’s leadership, is evident 
in the thriving Catholic Studies academic program 
and the Toth/Lonergan Endowed Professorship in 
Interdisciplinary Studies, as well as in the ongoing 
work of the Center’s institutes and its publications.
Over the past 20+ years, countless students, faculty and the 
community at large have benefitted from your friendship and 
support, which have helped us to grow and sustain our mission 
of linking the Catholic intellectual tradition to all disciplines at the 
university. Your ongoing support is vital and deeply appreciated.

Thank You
   TO OUR FRIENDS &   SUPPORTERS!

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE AT HTTPS://ADVANCEMENT.SHU.EDU/SUPPORT/CENTER-FOR-CATHOLIC-STUDIES

Msgr. Liddy with SHU alums in Rome
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